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Introduction 



The International Development Association (IDA), an integral part of the World Bank, 
has been an important channel for aid to low-income developing countries for more than 20 years. 
Its work complements that of its sister institution, the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. But unlike the Bank, which relies principally on private capital markets, IDA is 
funded entirely by grants from member governments. The Association has become an outstanding 
example of multilateral cooperation to promote long-term development. 

This paper was prepared with support from the Resource Mobilization Department 
(FRM) of the World Bank. The authors are grateful to Ivar Andersen for his review and useful 
comments on the paper. Uzma Anzar provided research assistance, and Benjamin Crow managed 
the layout and publishing. 

This paper is part of a series printed and disseminated under the auspices of the Girls’ 
Education Thematic Group in the Education Department, Human Development Network, World 
Bank. The views expressed in papers in this series are those of the authors and should not be 
attributed to the World Bank. 



Confronting the Challenge 



This year, at the close of the 
millennium, by World Bank estimates over 
150 million children aged 6 to 1 1 years are 
out of school, many of them in IDA 
countries. The majority of these children 
will very likely never attain basic literacy 
and numeracy, a factor which will restrict 
their lifetime opportunities and probably 
condemn them to live their lives in poverty. 
Girls are more likely to suffer this fate: they 
account for over 90 million of the 1 50 
million young children out of school. The 
differential access to school enjoyed by 
boys and girls is startlingly evident in many 
IDA countries. For instance, in Benin in 
1996, a 40 percentage point disparity 
existed between boys’ and girls’ 
enrollments in basic education. In Yemen, 
there was a 42 percentage point disparity, 
and in Chad, a 41 percentage point disparity 
(Figures 1-3). 

However, girls’ limited access to 
educational opportunities is only one side 
of this bleak picture. For the girls who do 
manage to enroll in school, their stay there 
is often far too short. Girls’ dropout rates 
are often exceedingly high. Some data from 
a typical govemorate (province) in Yemen 
illustrate this clearly (Table 1). In most 
districts within the illustrative govemorate, 
only around half of the girls who began 
school are still enrolled four years later. 
Moreover, only around 16 percent of girls 
who enter school reach Grade 9. 



Figure 1. Benin: Primary Gross Enrollment Rates (%) 




Figure 2. Yemen: Primary Gross Enrollment Rates (%) 




Figure 3. Chad: Primary Gross Enrollment Rates (%) 
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. Progression Rate (%) 


Districts 


Grades 1 to 4 


Grades 1 to 9 


Yafeh 


90 


55 


Al-Daleh 


56 


16 


Radfam 


61 


12 


Tour Al-Baha 


49 


12 


Tuban 


49 


1 


All districts 


57 


16 



Source: Govemorate of Lahej, Republic of Yemen. Statistical Office. 
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